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think must be allowed to be equally conclusive and irre-
futable:&mdash;

1. The description of his method of operating, as described Bby :.B11’. Martineau himself, in his paper published in 1821 in
the Tm;lsactiof1s of the Medical and Chirurgical Society of
London: After the first incision, I look if the staff is not Ialtered in its situation, and then, feeling for the groove, I
introduce the point of the knife into it, as low down as I can,
and cut the membranous part of the urethra, coratinuing my
knife through the pro&ograve;tate into the bladder>’ when, instead of
enlarging the wound downwards, and thus endangering the
rectum, I txcrtz the edge of the kmfe towards the i6ehium, and
make a lateral enlargement of the wound in withdrawing the
knife. I thus avoid cutting over and over again, which often
does mischief, but can give no advantage over the two inci-
sions, which I generally depend on, unless in very large
subjects, where a little further dissecting may be required."
It is true that Mr. Martineau introduced a blunt gorget, but,
as he says in a former paragraph of this paper, "as a conductor
for the forceps." "In the first years of my practice I was not
very successful; and, after witnessing many untoward circum.
stances in myself and ethers, which appeared to arise from
the use of the cutting gorget, I determined to lay that instru-
ment aside, and employ the knife only, and the blunt gorget
as a conductor for the forceps;"-surely not as a substitute for
the cutting gorget? If, then, Mr. Martineau understood his
own operation, it must appear quite clear that. in passing his i,
knife "through the prostate into the bladder," he must have
partially divided that gland, and probably still more in
withdrawing his knife when he made a lateral enlargement of
the wound. But,

2. The dissection of an unsuccessful case operated on by
Mr. Martineau, Sept. 15, 1825, which was conducted by Mr.
Crosse, and recorded in his " Treatise on Urinary Calculus,"
places the question beyond dispute. "The prostate gland
had been extensively divided with the scalpel, (perhaps to
above two-thirds of its depth from the anterior vein,) in a
direction backwards and a little outwards; and had the in-
cision been carried on entirely through the prostate gland and
neck of the bladder in this direction, it would have interfered
with the left vesical seminalis, and divided the left vas

deferens."
Of the merits of the plan of procedure recommended by the

Italian surgeon, Dr. de Borsa, and lately adopted by llr.
Bransby Cooper, which had a successful issue at least to re-
commend it, I do not now offer any opinion, it being my only
purpose to prove that such was not Mr. Martineau’s method
of conducting the long course of successful operations recorded
in the paper already quoted. I may add that I am confirmed
in this opinion both by operations performed by the skilful
hand of Mr. Martineau which I had the pleasure of witness-
ing, and long conversations with him on the subject.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Feb. 1853. T. M. GREENHOW.T. M. GREENHOW.

SPURIOUS DIPLOMAS.

JOHN TRULL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In accordance with your opinion, expressed in a note

appended to my letter of last week, I beg to state that the
individual who appeared prominently in the transactions
therein alluded to, and with whom alone I corresponded, gave
me, in 1851, his name and address as Dr. William Lang,
Great Pulteney-street, Golden-square, London.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Gloucester.cottage, Prior-park-road, J OliN TRULL.

near Bath, Feb. 1853.

PERMANGANATE OF POTASH IN DIABETES.

GEORGE SAMPSON.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Will you be so obliging as to allow me to offer one or

two observations as supplementary to a communication which
I addressed to you, on the 8th of last month, respecting the
use of permanganate of potash in diabetes.
In that communication I specified two or three grains of

that salt as the dose which appeared to agree best with the
stomach; but I have since ascertained that a larger quantity
may generally be administered without inconvenience. For
instance, a patient, for some months past affiieted with
diabetes, commenced the use of the permanganate, six weeks
since, in doses of two grains; but he is now taking eleven
grains three times a day, and is rapidly advwncing towards
recovery.

There is, however, considerable diversity in the tolerance ofthe medicine evinced by different individuals. In two patients,
for example, suffering from dyspepsia, it became necessary to
restrict the dose, nausea being produced, in one instance, by
nine grains, and in the other by six grains of the salt.

My experience leads me to the conclusion that the bestplan is to begin with two or three grains three times a day,
and to add one grain to each dose every third day, unless it
be found to disagree.
The effect of the permanganate is remarkable in speedily

removing the thirst from which diabetic patients usually
suffer so much; and although during the use of the remedy a
brown fur is sometimes formed on the tongue, this appear- 

..,

ance is not accompanied with dryness of the surf’ace, and is
not therefore to be regarded as an objection to the continu-
ance of the medicine.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Eaton-place, Feb. 9, 1852. GEORGE SAMPSON.

THE INCOME-TAX AND THE MEDICAL
PROFESSION.

WILLIAM BAYES, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It appears from a letter which was published some few

days since in the 1’irnes, signed " William Farr," that it is pro-
posed to substitute a "property" for an 11 income-tax ;" but, in
order to still mulct income, and to compel industry to bear its
share of taxation, " all incomes are to be capitalized-i. e., to have
a value assigned them, and to be made to pay tax upon that
value."

This value is easily found with regard to land or funds. The
fundholder who derives X 1000 a year from Government securities
can sell his capital at the present prices for more than &pound; 30,000,
and will be fairly taxed on that property ; but I must, as a pro-
fessional man, and one who has had many opportunities of
knowing the value of practices," protest against a medical man’s
income being considered as valuab !e as an annuity.

I see a fresh attempt at laying an unfair burden on our

shoulders when I see a professional income of &pound; 1000 a year con-
sidered as representing a capital of .613,000 and upwards, when
I know that .E2000 is the utmost I could sell it for. The market-
able value of an income is, I conceive, the true test of its
worth, and this, I hold, ought to be considered in any attempt
at capitalization of income.

I trust, Sir, that you will use your powerful pen in asserting
our right to fair consideration in any modification of the income-
tax, or a pretended boon may in reality prove a more oppressive
burden.

In contemplation of change, would it not be advisable to collect
evidence as to the real practical value of the incomes of medical
men, and to embody this evidence in a petition for real, not
theoretical, justice, to be signed by medical men ?

I am, Sir, obediently yours,
Brighton, Feb. 1853. WILLIAM BAYES, M.D.

INADEQUATE REMUNERATION OF MEDICAL
ASSISTANTS BY PUBLIC BODIES.

’ 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;While the attention of the profession is directed to the

inefficient remuneration of medical assistants, perhaps you will
allow me a little space to show how shamefully they are remune-
rated by public bodies.
A short time since, I inserted an advertisement in your columns

for a situation as medical assistant; and among the various replies
I received one from the guardians of the Cleobury-Mortimer
Union, offering a salary of X40 per annum for an assistant to

dispense and vaccinate, &c. Of course, for such a sum, I sup-
posed my board, residence, &c., was found, but wrote, however,
to satisfy myself fully on the subject, and received an answer
that that, and that only, was the remuneration offered.

Supposing, Sir, I was able (which I very much doubt) to obtain
board, residence, and every accommodation at .630 per annum, I
should have just &pound; 10 for my services, besides incurring the

expense of going to a place so far distant as Cleobury-Mortimer,
which would be little short of ,;(2.
And this. Sir, is the remuneration the Board of Guardians

think sufficient for gentlemen of a liberal education. I imme-
diately declined the situation, and expressed my astonishment
that the Board of Guardians could ever think of offering such a
very niggardly sum. I do not know whether they have been
able to get any one to accept it, but this I know&mdash;that if medical
assistants were but true to themselves, we should soon hear no
more of such shameful offers. The Board of Guardians would
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be obliged to double the salary before they would get any one
to fill the situation.

I enclose my name and address, to vouch for the accuracy of
my statement, and remain, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Horsham, Jan. 1851. A MEDICAL ASSISTANT.

THE HUNTERIAN ORATION.

THE oration to celebrate the birthday of the great John
Hunter was delivered, on Thursday, by Mr. Bransby Cooper, in
the new theatre of the College of Surgeons. The new lecture room
is capable of containing about one hundred more than the older
theatre, but in some respects is badly constructed. For instance,
there is a very broad passage between the lower and upper
seats on the basement, by which those on the uppr and back
benches are precluded from the sight of the lecturer when the
passage is crowded. This was particularly the case on Monday,
and many gentlemen must have laboured under the disadvantage of
only hearing the voice of the orator, and not seeing him. The
theatre, however, is certainly a great improvement over the old
lecture-room, and, when completed, will no doubt be sufficient
for all its purposes, with the exception of the annual gathering
on the 15th of February. Before three the theatre was full, and
in consequence of the entrance door for the Council having not
yet been completed, the novelty ensued of the President, the
’Orator, the Council, and visitors, having considerable difficulty
to get to their respective places. So crammed was the passage
alluded to above, that it was in vain, for a few minutes, that the
- silver mace was wielded by Mr. Stone, or that the official dress
of the President could obtain respect from the crowd. At

length, however, a passage was made, and, after a somewhat
hard squeeze, the dignities of the College reached their destina-
tions. The oration, as usual, was a written one, and if it did not
go much out of the usual course of these lucubrations, at all
events might be regarded as thoroughly Hunterian. It did not,
like some of its predecessors, touch upon any of those points
which may be called foreign to the occasion: it did not, for
instance, enter into the Coleridgeian philosophy, or sneer at the
grades in the profession ; neither did it exhibit the ill manners
and ill taste of a late oration, in telling the members of the Col-
lege how low they were in their habits of thought, in the taste of
their equipages, and the decorations -of their houses. On the

contrary, no one could take exception to the oration of Mr.

Cooper, which throughout was characterised by the feelings and
temper of a gentleman. It was a relief, in these exciting times,
to have an oration dedicated to Hunter, really keeping to the
subject. Mr. Cooper deserves, on this ground alone, the thanks
of his fellow members.

With respect to the oration itself, Mr. Cooper first made a
few remarks on the peculiar characteristics of Hunter’s mind:
of its originality and power, unaided or strengthened by early
education; of its unwearyifg activity and its tenacity of purpose.
He referred to the gigantic museum, which was an honour to the
country, and of itself would have conferred immortality on
Hunter. He then spoke of the difficulties of choosing a subject
for the occasion, so that he might not pass over a trodden road;
and therefore, from the preparations of Hunter, he gave an in-
teresting account of the labours of the great naturalist in his early
researches into organization. He paid a graceful tribute to the
memory of the late Mr. Vincent, Dr. Pereira, and Mr. Dalrymple;
and concluded his oration amid great applause.

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. - At a Comitia
Majora, Extraordinaria, held on Thursday, the 17th inst.,-

DR. RAMSKILL, St. Helen’s-place, Bishopsgate,
having undergone the necessary esaminations for Diploma,
was admitted a Member of the College.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. - The following

Members of the College were elected to the Fellowship at the
last meeting of the Council :-William Batchelor Diamond,
Henley-in-Arden, diploma datod Feb. 5, 1808; William
Bodington, Kenilworth, May 6, 1808; Tobias Michell, Red-
ruth, Dec. 16, 1808; John Parrott, Clapham-common, May 19,
1809; Bernard Gilpin, Ulverstone, Dec. 7, 1813; Joseph Seed,
Rochdale, Lancashire, March 1, 1816; Henry John Gore,
Croyden, April 2, 1819; Timothy Pollock, Hatton-garden,
March 3, 1820; John Nathan Bainbridge, St. Martin’s-lane,

Dec. 1, 1820; William Thompson, Bognor, Sept. 5, 1823; John
Hembrough, Waltham, Jan. 23, 1827; Oswald Dickin, Alid-
dleton, Lancashire, Jan. 27, 1839; James Townley, Kenning
ton-common. March 26, 1830; Edward Blackmore, Man-
chester, March 26,1830; "William Irving, Penrit.h, Oct. 1,1830;
Henry Stanhope Illingworth, Arlington-street, March 16.1832;
Richard Faircloth, Newmarket, May 8, 1832; James Henry
Ceely, Aylesbury, August 3,1832; Robert Duncan, Tunbridge
Wells, June 20, 1834; John Levingston Craigie, Finsbury-
square, November 28,1834; George Henry Marshall, Kinoton,
January 6, 1836; George Daniel, Manchester, Jan. 6,1837.
At the same meeting, John Macdonald, Coburg-placp, Upper

Kennington, Member of the Edinburgh College, was admitted,
ad eundem, a a Member of this College.

LICENTIATES IN MIDWIFERY. - The name of FRANCIS
NOTTIDGE MACNAMARA, of Uxbridge, was omitted, in THE
LANCET of last week, as having passed his examination for
the degree of Licentiate in Midwifery.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL.&mdash;Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of medi.
cine, and received certificates to practise on

THursday, February 10th, 1853.
CANTIS, HENRY, London.
DESPLAN, HENRY, Bath.
DAVIS, EDWARD, Newbury, Berks.
HAMPTON, EDWARD, London.
MANLEY, JOHN, Pernambuca.
WOODS, GEORGE, Maghull, Lancashire.

BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL.&mdash;The Governors, having
appointed a second physician to the Bethlehem Hospital, are
now considering the propriety of also appointing a second
apothecary.

I A deputation, consisting of the Earl of Burlington,
Lord Monteagle, Mr. Warburton, and Mr. Lefevre, (Membera

of the Senate of the University of London,) had an interviewwith the Earl of Aberdeen, yesterday, at his official residence
in Downing-street.
THE FIRST PHYSICIAN AND CHIEF PHARMACIEN

OF THE EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH.&mdash;The personal history of
Dr. Conneau, who is now First Physician of the Emperor of the
French, is well known in this country, as that gentleman was for
several years in practice in this metropolis. He has been all his
life in the family of the present Emperor, and attended the latter’s
mother, Queen Hortensia. He followed Louis Napoleon in all
his hazardous expeditions, and was finally allowed to share his
captivity at Ham Castle. The Emperor’s attachment and esteem
for Dr. Conneau have lately been rendered manifest by the ap-
pointment to which we have alluded, and we mention this act of
constancy and gratitude of the Emperor towards a member of
our profession with no small degree of pleasure, as exalted persons
are not always grateful, and because these fav0urs are being
bestowed on a physician who in every way deserves them. Dr.
Conneau has lately given a proof of his good taste and high sense
of propriety, in writing to the Academy of Medicine, that he did
not mean to avail himself of the right he has just acquired as First
Physician of the Emperor, to take his seat in the Academy as
honorary President. This right is to be traced to thp foundation
of the Academy in 1820, when Portal, the first Physician to
Louis XVIII., exerted himself so warmly in behalf of the Society,
that it was resolved to give him and his successors the honorary
presidency of the Academy.&mdash;The chief pharmacien of the pre-
sent Emperor is M. Acar. This gentleman was formerly residing
at Ham, and rendered the them prince services of an important
kind. It is refreshing to see the new monarch surrounding him-
self with the men who stood around him in evil days. M. Acar
is a man who has claims to a scientific reputation, and has pub-
lished some valuable papers on professional subjects.
POST-MORTEM AND ANALYTICAL EXAMINATIONS.-

This week, Mr. Carter, coroner for Kent, resumed an adjourned
inquest at the Railway Tavern, Dartford, on Elizabeth Reed. A
suspicion of foul play existed, and Dr. Culhane performed a post-
mortem examination, as Mr. King, his assistant, could not arrive
at a satisfactory conclusion respecting the cause of death. Dr.
Culhane informed the coroner that an analysis of the stomach was
indispensable, which should be made by a most competent chemist.
The coroner demurred to the proposition for engaging Professor
Taylor, as the analysis would cost &pound;6 6s., and he could only give
the surgeon who performed the necropsy &pound;2 2s. At the adjourned
inquest, the coroner informed Dr. Culhane that he could finehim &pound;5 for not complying with his warrant, and therefore he

called upon him to give evidence of the result of his analysis of


